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.} SOVIET OFFICER DEFINES "MILITARY POTENTTIAL"

[Coment: This report presents the complete text of an
article published in the 20 August 1955 issue of Krasnaya
Zvezda, the central organ of the Minlstry of Defense USSR. The
article, entitled "What Is Military Potential?" written by Lt
Gen S, Krasil'mikov, Professor and Doctor of Military Sciences. !
It was published by Krasnaz& Zvezda in answer o g request by
Officers I. S. Listochnik and M. G. Zhukovets that military po-
tential and its dependence on the economic and morale capabilities
of the country be explained.

It is of interest that the suthor does not mention the "con- i
stantly operating factors which determine the outcome of war,”
which until recently has been the Soviet counterpart of the .
Principles of War. Although Krasil'nikov touches upon several
components of the "constantly operating factors" -- e.g., organiz- :
ing ability of commanding personnel, quantity and quality of divi- ;
slons, armaments of the army, morale of the army, and morale of !
the people (the rear} -- he does not label them as such, but seem-
ingly introduces the new term, "military potential.")

I.

After the World War I, the term "military potentisl of the country"” begun
o be applied widely in literature. The bourgeols conception gave too broad an
interpretation of this term, including in it everything which to some degree de-
fined the military power of the country and its capability to wage a prolonged

var.
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In  the wars of the machine age, as ig known, the entire nation _.. ) ”
litera.lly ell the Production epparatus, from which it is difficult to dis- :
tinguigy clearly the nilitary industry .. participates. 14 ¥ar, both trans-

Portation ang scientific organizations are at work; therefore, it would pe

incorrect at Present to identiry military Potential with g1) the capabilities

2 country to wage a modern var, but is only one of the most important items
anong thege capabilities, The capacity of the country to Yage a successfil
Yar depends not only on the militery rotential, byt also on the economi ¢
and morale capabilities.

On the other hand, i would be incorrect to limit militury potential to
the armeq forces maintaineq by the state in times of beoce, Military poten-
tial inclyges the following several elements:

First, the regular lang, air, and naval forces, Thege are maintained
in times of Peace and guaraptee the development of muss armeq forces in <imeg
of war,

Second, the traineq military reserve of rank-and-fi1e soldiers apg comnend-
ing ang techniecy] Bersonnel which are built up ip itime of peace by training in
the regular armed forces ang by other methods, and alse through the consequent

Vith such consideration thgt not only go they guarantee the developrent of 2 ;
R23S arpeg forces in the event of mobiliz&.tion, but they also satisfy -. with
elready trained contingents - the demands of the army ang navy for replacements
in the course of g prolonged vax,

’l"hird, the quantity ang quelity of different kinds of divisions and other
army, aviation, ang haval organs, vhich can he re&listice.]_ly developed in times
of war,

Fourth, the weapons and military equipment -. pot only that found in +ie
regular armeq services, byt also the new tYpes -- which can be produced in ieze
Quantity in gimeg of wer. It ij understoodA that the degree of mastery, by Lokh
regular ong reserve bersonnel, of weagons and equipment ig also taken into accownt,.

Fifth, the orgenizational ability of the coumanding staff of the army ong
navy, the combat readiness of the troops and the siate of treining of the resarver,
and also the state of military 3kill and the degree of itg uastery by the rerszon-
nel of the arpeq forces.

Constituent elements of military Potential are che reserves of militv'.u‘ily
suitable iransportation and means or hauling; the miligary schools, ang thedir
student graduating capacity; higher staffs and apparatus of allitery adminggiss..
tion and organization which can be developed in the tourse of wvar; miditaryaget.
entific research 1nstitutes, test~1‘iring grounds ang 2€rodromes, and training
centers.

To determine accurately the level of mlitary Totential 1: {g not sulfizions
to have in viey only the enumeration of the higher elements. The level of adii.
tary Potential 4o g great degrze depends on the mnorale of the regular personie,
and of the traineg military Teserves, and on the actual Possibility of incre&si::f;
it in tine of war,

One cannot accurately determine the level of military potentisl without alse
taking into &ccount the degree of industria)l Preparedness of +he country to magg.
Produce modern arps and combat equipment, and the transportation needed to guap-
antee the continuous Supply of the front with aly its needs.
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be developed in time of war. On the number of inhabitants of a eountry and
their morale depends also the level and the rate of production of arms y com-
bat equipment, all kinds of military supplies, and other material necessary
in vwaging a war.

While holding that military potential is directly connected to the
economic potentialities of the country, Soviet military science does not,

however, confine itsclf in this respect only to the rurely quantitative
side of the matter. As is knowmn,

the economic potentialities of a country
are not only the determining level of the development of industry, trans-
portation, and agriculture, of %he pPresence of natural resourceg and supplies
of raw materlals, but also of the capacity of the state to mobilize most ef-
fectively and to use its material resourceg for the victory over the enemy.
The capacliy to use the economie potentiel to a decisive degree in war is de-
termined in a country by the predomingnt soclal and state System, and by the
Politics of the state, Thus, in the years of the Great Patriotic War, re-
lying on the advantage of a socialist system of economy, in the output of
urms the Soviet Union was able to surpess Fascist Germany, which depended on
the economic resources of almost all of Europe. The Soviet system proved to
be the best form for mobilizing all the strength of the people of our country
‘o repulse the eggressor ang destroy him.

III.

Mllitery potential depends on the morale capabilities of the country as ¢
rueh as it does on the economic. The morale capabilities of the country under
bresent conditions determine the morale of the army both in times of reace and,
rarticularly, in time of war.

In the middle of the 19th century, states vaged war using permanent armies
with very long terms of military service., As a rule, in the course of a war,
these armies received comparatively small contingents of reinforcements, whose
morale condition could not substantially affect the morale spirit of tha [regu- |
lar] troops. fn entirely different situation was created in the epoch of ip-
perialism vhen the regular army in times of war was literally dissolved in the
multimillioned mass of conscriptees. The commanding personnel also wes consid- ;
erably supplemented by officers called from the reserves, Consequently, under
rodern circumstances the morale of the armed forces in time of var is deter- ;
nined by the morale of the D

cople as a vhole, by their attitude to the existing |
social and state system, cnd by the aims of the war.

the Soviet pecple and the s

blood nor their lives. The soldiers of the Soviet A
eloquently attests, manifest in the course of war an
firmness, mass heroism, capacity

tate interests of the USSR, sparing neither their.

rmed Forces, as history

unheard of steadfastness B
to endure without complaint all the adversi-
ties and dangers of war ; end rescluteness to destroy the enemy, These unusual

qualities are inherent in all of our People and are the result of the socisl-
ist reorganization in our country and of the great work of the Communist
Party in the education of the workers. In the course of military service, a
series of specifie military qualities is instilled in the Soviet beople; for
example, the strictest military diseipline, execution of orders, conscious-
ness of military duty and of military honor, love for military service, com-
bat equipment ang weapons, militery valor and courage, vigilance, ete.
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The morale of the Soviet Army and Navy draws its force from the vast
morale capabilities of our country, having as its bases the most advanced
social and state system in the world and the politics and ldeology of the
Communist Party. By these is determined the high morale-political state
of the personnel of the Soviet Armed Forces, and their readiness to fight
together with the people for the freedom ang independence of their Father-
land. :

The capitalist order, with its internal contradictions and its antipeg~
Ple's politics cannot guarantee a high and stable morale potential throughout
@ period of war. The fate of Fascist Germany and her armies in World War
II speaks convineingly of this.

The organizational capabilities of the commanding personnel depend on
the moraie botential of the country, which also includes the cultural level
of the nation. This is clear. Because of the degree of contemporary tech-

bortant subjective factor such as the organizational ability of conmanding
perscnnel and its military broficiency, as is known, alvays has played an
enormous role in the matter of securing a victory in war. SUVOROV said that
"one fights not by number, but by skili," This is true under Present condi- !
tions. Experience shows that through the skillful utilization of modern
armed forces s One can overcome a strong, but a more Poorly prepared and less
skillful, opponent.

Thus, military potential is found to have a direct dependence on the
morale capabilities of the country, which are in turn determineq by the ex- ;
isting social and state order > and by the ideology and polities of the state. i

In wars of the machine age, the existing significant morale and economic :
potentialities of the country cannot alone guarantee her safety without the !
Presence of regular armed forces which are sufficiently strong and always
ready for action. In the absence or weakness of the regular army, an army

services as the air and navel forces, which are formed end trained over & pe-
riod of years.

Without the indispensable regular armed forces, the realization of the
morale and economic advantages of the country and of its superiority in human
and material reserves is extremely difficult. On the contrary, with a sufr-
ficiently strong, combat-ready regular army and navy it is possible to organ-
ize from the reserve units within a short time well-mobilized masses of trained
military reserves, and to use with the greatest effectiveness the material re-
sources provided by the country for vaging a war.

Nevertheless, the role of the regular armed forces is not limited by
this. The regular armed forces are simultaneously o large military school
which aids in the training and building up in the country of rank-ang file
reserves, and of technical apng commanding personnel. In the regular armeqd
forces new arms and equipment are tested in time of beace, and methods and
means of their use in battle are worked cut. In the absence of regular armed
forces the successful development of military and naval skill would be impos-
sible in time or beace, since it would not have a practical base.
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At the same time, one ought to note that the regular armed forces would
quickly disappear in the absence of the mass of trained military reserves of
commanding, technical, and rank-snd-file personnel, and in the absence of a
flow of arms and military equipment from industry in time of war.

And so, to wage & successful modern war there is needed & military po-
tential which depends on the powerful economic and hizh morale capabilities
-of the country, including within it a strong regular armed forces.

The wide development of the economic potentielities of the country and
the strengthening of her morale capabilities promotes the growth ang
strengthening of the military potential.

Nevertheless, econcmic and morale cepabilities cannot guarantee the suc-
cessful waging of war in the absence or weakness of the regular armed forces
or of the military potential as a whole.

The Soviet people, under the leadership of the Communist Party, directs
its efforts towara building Communism in our country, toward the further de-
velopment of heavy industry and agriculture, and toward the promotion of the
Prosperity of all the workers. The Communist Party and the Soviet government
DPersistently conduct a policy of peace; they struggle to attain a business-
like collaboration between all the states and people » and for the relaxing
international tension. But one ought not to forget that there are forces
vwhich will endeavor to impede the attainment of true confidence and coopera-
tion between states.

Therefore, the Party, the state, and the Soviet people display the neces-
sary vigilance and preoccupation toward strengthening the defense ability of
the Soviet state and with increasing the combat might of the Armed Forces of
the USSR. Rallying closely around the Communist Party, with infinite devo-
tion to their socialist Fatherland and to their people, the soldiers of the
Army, Air Force » and Navy fulfill with honor and dignity the tasks charged
to them, vigilantly standing guard over the constructive labor of the Soviet
people and over the safety of our socialist state.
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